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· Red Topped Tube : Contains no anti-coagulant. Routinely used for serum or clotted whole blood. Used for serum samples.

· Tiger Topped (Striped) Tube / Serum Seperator : Contains no anti-coagulant. Has a yellowish plug of clot activation gel that separates serum from plasma when spun. Used for serum samples (not therapeutic drug level monitoring).

· Lavender Topped Tube : Contains the anticoagulant EDTA or Ethlenediamine tetraacetic acid. Used for whole blood samples or plasma samples.  Used for complete blood counts because does not alter cellular morphology. 

· Grey Top Tube : Contains the anticoagulant Na Fluoride. Best for glucose preservation. Interferes with many other tests performed on serum.

· Blue Top Tube: Contains the anticoagulant Na Citrate.  Commonly used in transfusions. Na Citrate interferes with Na assays and many common serum tests.

· Green Top Tube : Contains the anticoagulant Heparin. Can be used for most tests that require plasma samples. Should never be used for differential blood film analysis because the anticoagulant interferes with the staining of the WBC’s. 
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